Synthesis and biological evaluation of novel taxoids designed for targeted delivery to tumors.
The use of drug-antibody conjugates affords a method for the targeted delivery of anticancer drugs specifically to cancer cells. Monoclonal antibodies alone usually do not possess high therapeutic efficacy, however, they are capable of targeting tumor markers selectively. We have prepared taxoids with significantly higher cytotoxicity than paclitaxel and docetaxel. These taxoids now meet the high potency required for use in a targeted-delivery approach using monoclonal antibodies. The synthesis and biological evaluation of these taxoids are reported.